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THOUGHTS OK THE SITUATION OF THE INHAB- 
ITANTS ON THE FEONTIEE. 

BY HON. JAMES TILGHMAN. 

[James Tilghman was born in Maryland, 6th December, 1716, studied 
law, and was admitted to practice at Annapolis, from whence he re- 
moved to Philadelphia about 1760. Eminent in his profession, and 
familiar with the landed interests of Maryland, at the request of John 
Penn, in 1765, he accepted the appointment of Secretary of the Land 
Office of Pennsylvania, succeeding William Peters. In October of 
1764 he was chosen a member of the Common Council of the City, and 
on January 29, 1767, qualified as a member of the Provincial Council. 
He died 24th August, 1793. The original of this paper is among the 
collections of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, and was written 
circa 1772.] 

As the People settled under the Province of Pennsylvania, 
on the Monongahela and Toghiogeni Rivers, and in other 
parts to the westward of the Laurell Hill, have been made 
uneasy by the Propagation of an opinion that the Province 
cannot extend westward beyond that Hill, and have been 
encouraged by designing men to refuse obedience to the 
Government of Pennsylvania, as well as to forbear paying the 
Proprietors for their Lands, it may not be improper to ex- 
plain the subject in order to quiet the minds of such as are 
really disposed to enjoy the benefit and protection of Grovern- 
ment. And to enable the reader to form a judgment of the 
observations contained in this paper it may not be amiss to 
insert at large the Bounds of the Province of Pennsylvania. 
They are comprised in the following words : "All that Tract 
or part of Land in America, with all the Islands therein 
contained, as the same is bounded on the East by Delaware 
River from twelve miles distance Northward of New Castle 
Town unto the three and fortieth degree of Northern Lati- 
tude, if the said River doth extend so far Northward. But 
if the said River shall not extend so far Northward, then 
by the said River so far as it doth extend, and from the 
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head of the said River the Eastern bounds are to be deter- 
mined by a Meridian line, to be drawn from the head of 
said River unto the said forty-third degree. The said Land 
to extend "Westward five degrees in Longitude, to be com- 
puted from the said Eastern Bounds ; and the said Lands to 
bounded on the North by the beginning of the three and 
fortieth degree of Northern Latitude, and on the South by 
a circle drawn at twelve miles distance from New Castle 
Northward, and Westward unto the beginning of the for- 
tieth degree of Northern Latitude, and then by a straight 
line Westward to the limits of Longitude above mentioned." 
From this description it will appear that the Province of 
Pennsylvania is to extend five degrees of Longitude from 
its Eastern Bounds, which are the River Delaware and the 
part of the circle where it was supposed the fortieth degree 
would pass, nor is it limitted westward by the Laurel Hill 
or any other natural bounder. The Surveyors, who were 
first from England, to run the partition lines between the 
Provinces of Maryland and Pennsylvania, and who are per- 
sons of confessed mathematical Abilities, calculated a degree 
of Longitude where the west line was run to consist of . . . 
miles, in which they were supported by the Calculations of 
other gentlemen of known abilities. These Surveyors ex- 
tended the west line to the distance of . . . miles from Dela- 
ware, which ended about . . . miles to the westward of Cheat 
River, at an Indian war-path, where they were stopped 
by the Indians, who attended the running of that line, so 
that that line must still continue . . . miles farther to com- 
pleat the five degrees of Longitude. Now, whether the 
western Frontier is to be a crooked line, parallel to the 
River Delaware, or a straight line, to be drawn from the 
end of the five degrees (a matter which is not yet settled), 
every body acquainted with the Situation of the Country 
must be satisfied th^it it will extend far beyond the Laurell 
Hill and over the Monongahela, tho' the precise termina- 
tion is not certainly known. ^ The Exact settlement of 

' It hath been alledged that the Provincial Surveyors had no author- 
ity to run beyond the Bounds of Maryland ; and that any farther their 
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this Frontier is what the Proprietors of Pennsylvania are 
extremely sollicitous to compleat, and they will certainly 
have it done as soon as matters can be negotiated with 
the Crown. But it is not so easy to have things of this 
kind transacted in England as many people may conceive. 
The perplexed State of publick affairs at home, for sometime 
past, hath so engaged the attention of the Ministry that it is 
difficult to get anything of a private nature done. The Ap- 
pliers for a New Grant on the Ohio have been several years 
negotiating that matter with great assiduity and constant 
attention, yet no Grant is obtained that we hear of, however 
probable it may be that it will take place. The truth is, the 
Ministry are so taken up with the internal concerns of the 
Nation that every proceeding relating to America is very 
slow in its progress. It hath been the fate of several Colo- 
nies in America that the People have settled up to and even 
beyond their bounds before they have been ascertained. 
And the case of Pennsylvania, should it be so, is not new 
or singular. In sueh cases the settlers have sustained little 
or no Injury. They have retained their settlements, and 
only changed Landlords. Whoever takes up Land under 
Pennsylvania and pays for it, is sure of having his money 
returned, if he should be obliged hereafter to pay another 
Landlord for it. And as to Government : Every man of a 
quiet and peaceable disposition who is in the possession of 
property, or in expectation of acquiring it, would chuse to 
live under some Government for the Security of his person 
and property. The settlements beyond the Laurell Hill, on 
Lands taken up under Penn are most of them certainly, 
and all of them probably, within the Bounds of the Prov- 
ince. The Government of Pennsylvania is as favorable to 
the Subject as any in America to say no more of it. And 
nobody will assert that the Proprietors of Penna. are not the 

line is not to be regarded. To this it may be answered, that it is not yet 
settled how far the Bounds of Maryland extend, and that whether the 
Surveyors had authority to proceed or not, the distance they run cannot 
be questioned, and that serves to show how far the Province of Penn- 
sylvania will extend, as well as if they had run by Authority. 
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most indulgent Landlords. Why, then, need the People be 
uneasy either about paying their taxes to the publick or pay- 
ing for their Lands to the Proprietors ? If they are governed 
at all, they must pay the Expenses of Government, for which 
they have the advantage of the Security and protection of 
their Lives, Liberties, and Estates. If they pay for their 
Lands, which should hereafter found to be out of the Prov- 
ince (of which, however, there is no probability), they will 
have their money refunded. If they will not submit to the 
Government of Pennsylvania, what Government are they 
under ? "What safety have they of Life, Liberty, or Estate ? 
As every good man who has any share of Property is so 
strongly interested to live under some Government, those 
who are of contrary sentiments must either be such as are 
inclined to tyrannize over their neighbours, or whose actions 
or circumstances make it convenient to them to be out of 
the reach of civil power. When what hath been said is 
considered with due attention, it is to be hoped the People 
will be convinced that there is no reason to doubt of their 
being within the Province of Pennsylvania, and that those 
who would persuade them that it does not extend beyond 
the Laurell Hill, and to oppose the Government, must be 
actuated by the private views of Interest or a desire to live 
without the restraint of Laws. 



